Subj ect: New White House Conmi ssion

THE WH TE HOUSE

O fice of the Press Secretary

For I medi ate Rel ease Cct ober 3, 2001

EXECUTI VE ORDER

PRESI DENT" S COVM SSI ON ON EXCELLENCE | N SPECI AL EDUCATI ON

By the authority vested in nme as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States of Anerica, it is hereby ordered as
fol |l ows:

Section 1. Policy.

The education of all children, regardl ess of background or
disability, while chiefly a State and | ocal responsibility, must

al ways be a national priority. One of the nobst inportant goals of
my Adm ni stration is to support States and |ocal conmunities in
creating and mai ntaining a system of public education where no child
is left behind. Unfortunately, anong those at greatest risk of being
left behind are childrenwith disabilities. The Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is alandmark statute that asserts
the rights of all children with disabilities to afree, appropriate
public education. M Administration strongly supports the principles
enbodi ed in the | DEA and the goal of providing special education and
rel ated services to children with disabilities so that they can neet
hi gh academ ¢ standards and participate fully in Anmerican society.

It is inmperativethat special education operate as an integral part
of a systemthat expects highachi evenent of all children, rather
than as a nmeans of avoiding accountability for children who are nore
chal l enging to educate or who have fallen behind.

Section 2. Est abl i shment .

There is established a President's Comni ssion on Excellence in
Speci al Education (the "Conm ssion"). The Conm ssion shall be
conposed of not nore than 19 nenbers to be appointed by the
President fromthe public and private sectors, as well as up to 5 ex
of ficio menbers fromthe Departments of Education and Heal th and
Human Services. The nenbers nay include current and former Federal
State, and |local governnment officials, recognized special education
experts, special and general education finance experts, education
researchers, educational practitioners, parents of children or young
adults with disabilities, persons with disabilities, and others with
speci al experience and expertise in the education of children with
disabilities. The President shall designate a Chairperson from
anong the menbers of the Conmission. The Secretary of Education



shal |l sel ect an Executive Director for
t he Conmi ssi on.

Section 3. Duties and Conmi ssion Report.

(a) The Commi ssion shall collect information and study issues
related to Federal, State, and | ocal special education prograns wth
t he goal of recomendi ng policies for inmproving the educationa
performance of students with disabilities. 1In furtherance of its
duties, the Conmmi ssion shall invite experts and nenbers of the
public to provide information and gui dance. (b) Not later than
April 30, 2002, the Conmi ssion shall prepare and submit a report to
the President outlining its findings and reconmendati ons. The
report shall include, but need not be limted to:

(1) An exanmination of available research and information on the
ef fecti veness and cost of special education and the appropriate
role of the Federal Government in special education programing
and funding. The exam nation shall include an analysis of the
factors that have contributed to the growth in costs of special
education since the enactment of the Education for A

Handi capped Children Act (a predecessor of |DEA);

(2) Recomendations regardi ng how Federal resources can best be
used to inprove educational results for students with
di sabilities;

(3) A recommended special education research agenda;

(4) An analysis of the inpact of providing appropriate early
intervention in reading instruction on the referral and
identification of children for special education

(5) An analysis of the effect of special education funding on
decisions to serve, place, or refer children for special
education services and reconmendati ons for alternative funding
fornmulae that night distribute funds to achieve better results
and elininate any current incentives that undermi ne the goals of
ensuring that children with disabilities receive a high-quality
educati on;

(6) An analysis of, and recommendati ons regardi ng, how the
Federal Government can help States and | ocal education agencies
provide a high-quality education to students with disabilities,
including the recruitment and retention of qualified personne
and the inclusion of children with disabilities in performance
and accountability systens;

(7) An analysis of the inpact of Federal and State statutory,
regul atory, and administrative requirenents on the cost and
ef fecti veness of special education services, and how t hese
requi renents support or hinder the educational achievenent of
students with disabilities;



(8) An assessnent of how differences in |ocal educational agency
size, location, denographics, and wealth, and in State | aw and
practice affect which children are referred to special education,
and the cost of special education; and

(9) A review of the experiences of State and | ocal governnents
in financing special education, and an anal ysis of whet her
changes to the Federal "supplenent not supplant” and "nmi ntenance
of effort"” requirements are appropriate.

Section 4. Admnistration, Conpensation, and Ternination.

(a) The Departnent of Education shall, to the extent pernmtted
by |law, provide adm nistrative support and funding for the
Conmmission. |In addition, appropriate Federal agencies may

designate staff to assist with the work of the Commi ssion. To
the extent pernitted by | aw, Federal Governnent enpl oyees nay be
detailed to the Conmi ssion w thout reinbursement to the Federa
agency. (b) Menbers of the Conmi ssion shall serve wi thout
conpensation but, while engaged in the work of the Conm ssion
nmenbers appointed from anong private citizens of the United
States shall be allowed travel expenses, including per diemin
lieu of subsistence, as authorized by |aw for persons serving
intermttently in the governnent service (5 U S.C. 5701-5707), to
the extent funds are available for such purposes. (c) The
functions of the President under the Federal Advisory Conmmittee
Act that are applicable to the Commi ssion, except that of
reporting to the Congress, shall be perforned by the Departnent
of Education in accordance with the guidelines that have been

i ssued by the Administrator of General Services. (d) The
Chairperson may fromtime to time prescribe such rules,
procedures, and policies relating to the activities of the

Conmi ssion as are not inconsistent with law or with the
provisions of this order. (e) The Commission shall termnate 30
days after submitting its final report, unless extended by the
Presi dent .

GEORGE W BUSH

THE WH TE HOUSE,
Cct ober 2, 2001.

The President intends to appoint the follow ng sixteen individuals
to serve as Menbers of the newl y-created President's Conmi ssion on
Excel |l ence in Special Education:

Terry Edward Branstad of lowa who will serve as Chairnan
Adel a Acosta of Maryl and.

Steve Bartlett of Texas

Paul C. Butterfield of Pennsylvania

Jay G Chanbers of California

W Al an Coul ter of Louisiana

Thomas Al bert Fl enming of M chigan

Jack M Fl etcher of Texas



Douglas H G Il of Washington
David W Gordon of California
Nancy S. Grasm ck of Maryl and
Bryan C. Hassel of North Carolina
Dougl as Carl Huntt of Ohio

M chael J. Rivas of Texas

Cheryl Rei Takemoto of Virginia
Katie Wight of Illinois

The foll owi ng Menbers of the President's Conmi ssion on Excellence in
Speci al Education will serve ex officio:

El i zabeth Ann Bryan of Texas
Edward Sontag of Virginia
Robert Pasternack of New Mexico
Reid Lyon of Maryl and

Wade F. Horn of Maryl and



